Bartholomew Players 26 – 29th November 2025
The Government Inspector adapted by Philip Goulding from a play by Nikolai Gogol

As with most farces, there is an element of mistaken identity and this is true of this play. Although the play got off to a slow start, it picked up pace as the play progressed. It should be noted that this production has been dogged with ill health, hence the reason for the director standing in for Ianto Wain.

The village is nervously awaiting the arrival of the Government Inspector. All of whom have been in some shady dealings which the do not wish the Inspector to uncover.
This anxiety is headed by the Mayor, Wyndham- Pitts, (John Casey) who gave an excellent performance, being very animated with a good accent. Accents for all were well maintained throughout. His close team of Phyllis Stein (Jo Burns) was very haughty and prim and Rose Quigley (Louise Taney) who was very efficient and organised.
Postmaster Prior (Ed Miller) was well portrayed, being a little simple. Mrs Robson (Debi Lisburne Diacon) was very forceful and long-suffering, with a good accent and was a good foil to her husband, Mr Robson (Chris Carson) who had good comic timing, being subservient to his wife. Inspector Markham (Gareth Hammond) and the Policeman (Sara Miller), were played well, both of whom doubled as Tanner and Hayden later in the play. The Mayor’s wife, Anna (Elaine Leggett) and daughter (Imogen Tingle), warmed as the play proceeded , dissolving into hysteria at the flattery of John Petty (Nick Smith), - with incredible  hair - who was masterful in his interpretation of this part  in the art of deception. Everyone assumed he was the ‘Inspector’ and were quick to hand over  gifts and money to him, for a good report. Joseph, Petty’s manservant was played well by Luke Frewin  with good delivery of some complicated dialogue. The locals  Smithee’s wife (Jo Burns)  and Sergeant’s Widow (Ann Carson) were quick to accuse the Mayor of wrongdoing, in order to curry favour with the inspector. The Mayor’s wife and daughter were equally flattered with Petty’s proposals, thinking they were going to be related to a government official and the chaos which ensued, before he made his hasty exit.
All were equally shocked when the messenger (Luke Frewein) appeared, to announce the forthcoming arrival of the real Government Inspector!

The costumes were impressive and the set was very appropriate and versatile. Good use was made of the auditorium for entrances and referencing members of the audience. The choir were surprisingly good in their rendition of their song. An impressive production all round, despite the difficulties.
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