Bartholomew Players 27th – 30th November 2019
ABIGAIL’S PARTY by Mike Leigh
The excellent set immediately transported you back to the 1970s, as did the costumes. Set in the living room of Beverly and Laurence’ house in suburbia, it deals with the relationship between Beverly Moss and her husband Laurence with their neighbours, Angela Cooper and her husband Tony (Ianto Wain). What should have been a convivial party ends up tragically with Laurence having a heart attack. Laurence was played frenetically by Nick Smith, as the over-worked, stressed estate agent husband trying to offset the excesses of Beverly. We encounter Beverly, being the over-bearing hostess, superbly played by Claire Crowther who improved in her performance, as the play progressed and the drinks flowed, the more acerbic she became towards Angela, her less-worldly near neighbour. Angela, gauche in the extreme, was brilliantly played by Elaine Leggett, who had great comedic timing.  They were joined by Susan Lawson, (Mary Fisher) next door neighbour who was very reserved in contrast to the other two females. She withstood the interrogation by Beverly very well until the excess of gin overcame her, causing her to throw-up in the bathroom. Beverly seemed intent on topping-up everyone’s glass with great regularity. After intense questioning, Sue’s marital situation was soon laid bare, as the noise from next door became increasingly loud. This was from a party being thrown by her daughter Abigail, from which Sue had been banished.
Laurence and Tony were dispatched to see if everything was all right at the party, only for Tony to linger a little longer than necessary, being evasive on his return about what was happening. Beverly insists on everyone dancing and takes the opportunity to flirt excessively with Tony, who, I felt, could have responded a little more to Beverly’s advances and gyrations. Angela’s dancing efforts were delightfully appalling, whereas, Sue’s dance with Laurence was completely formal and detached. The final heart attack scene was well-played by the whole cast.
The play, although only having a cast of five, was excellently directed by Gareth Hammond who added in some very nice touches.  The use of the stage was well thought out to give maximum effect. The music was appropriate (as befitting the original production).
Congratulations to all for an enjoyable production.
Nigel James

